
The MDGs – Straight from Scripture 
 
One of the most wonderful things about the MDGs is they unite people, nations, corporations, 
organizations and religious groups from all over the world -- and invite each to bring its unique gifts to 
the table. 
  
For us as the Church, that starts with prayer and that starts with our story. If our work with the MDGs 
isn't surrounded by prayer and rooted in our scriptural story then we might as well pack it in, because 
we have nothing to offer that the world can't get somewhere else.  
  
Our efforts to achieve these MDGs are a mission rooted in God's mission. It is that mission -- God's 
dream of restoring all people to unity with God and each other in Christ -- that is the center of our lives. 
The MDGs are a vehicle for doing that, a vehicle that by its own remarkable nature links our efforts not 
only with God's dream but with the efforts and dreams of all humanity.  
  
Think the MDGs are some new thing? Think again. Our scriptural story is full of accounts of God's people 
doing these things and of God calling us to do them, too. In summer 2007, 9DwΩǎ aƛƪŜ YƛƴƳŀƴ sat down 
with a bunch of fantastic Christian educators from the National Association of Episcopal Christian 
Education Directors and just off the top of our heads came up with this extensive list of where these 
goals naturally emerge from our scripture. 
 
MDG #1 - Cut in half the proportion of people (starting at the 1990 proportion) whose income 
amounts to less than a dollar a day, and who suffer from hunger.   
Scripture -- a¢ нр άL ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƳŜΦέ 

Leviticus 9:9-10 - "When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your 
field, or gather the gleanings of your harvest. You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen 
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God." 

Psalm 146:5-7 - "Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith for ever; who executes 
justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry." 

Isaiah 58:6-7  - "Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not 
to hide yourself from your own kin?" 

John 6:1-15 - Feeding of the Five Thousand.  

Galatians 2:10 - "They asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was 
eager to do."  

 
 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=66936023
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http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=66936667


MDG #2 - All children – both girls and boys – should be able to complete a full course of primary 
schooling everywhere in the world. 
Luke 2:52 - "And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour." 
Mark 10:14 - ϦWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΤ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜƳΤ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ 
as these that the kingdom of God belongs." 
Proverbs 22:6  - "Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray." 
Joel 2:28 - "Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions." 
Baptismal Prayer, BCP p. 308 - "Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and 
discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of 
joy and wonder in all your works." 
 
MDG #3 -  Eliminate gender disparities in primary and secondary education at all levels. 
          Dŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ оΥну ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
        -John 4:1-30 ς The Samaritan woman at the well 
        -Matthew 28:10 ς ά¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ όaŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜύΣ Ψ5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΤ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƳŜΦΩέ 
        -John 12:3 ς άaŀǊȅ όƻŦ .ŜǘƘŀƴȅύ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǇƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ Ŏƻǎǘƭȅ ǇŜǊŦǳƳŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ƴŀǊŘΣ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
ŦŜŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊΦέ 
        - Stories of Esther, Lydia, Ruth, Deborah, Priscilla 
 
MDG #4 - Reduce the deaths of children under five years old by two-thirds. 
Scripture  
-Matthew 18:3-п άΨ¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
kingdom of heaven. WhoeveǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
-Luke 12:6-т ά!ǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƛǾŜ ǎǇŀǊǊƻǿǎ ǎƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƴƴƛŜǎΚ ¸Ŝǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
sight. 7But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows.έ 
-Jeremiah 31:15-17 ς Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no 
more.  Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a 
reward for your work, says the Lord: they shall come back from the land of the enemy;  there is hope for 
your future, says the Lord: your children shall come back to theiǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ά 
- Matthew 2:16-18 ς ά²ƘŜƴ IŜǊƻŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊƛŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜ ƳŜƴΣ he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah:  Ψ! ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ wŀƳŀƘΣ ǿŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǳŘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ 
weeping for her children;  ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŜŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜΦΩέ 
-Exodus 12:12-13  ς άϦhƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ƎȅǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ Řƻǿƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘōƻǊƴτ
both men and animalsτand I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD.  The blood will 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘǊƛƪŜ 9ƎȅǇǘΦέ 
Exodus 2:1-10 -God guiding Moses in the basket 
-Mark 5:35-43 ς Jesus ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ WŀƛǊǳǎΩ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
-Luke 7:11-17 ς WŜǎǳǎ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘƻǿΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŀǘ bŀƛƴ 
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MDG #5 Reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters, so women need not fear childbirth.  
Scripture ς  
- John  19:27 - ά¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΣ ΨIŜǊŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΦΩ !ƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛple 
ǘƻƻƪ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 
-Genesis 10:11-13 ς άbƻǿ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƭŘΣ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƎŜΤ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǊŀƘ 
after the manner of women. {ƻ {ŀǊŀƘ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ!ŦǘŜǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 
husband is old, shall I ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΚΩ The Lord ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ {ŀǊŀƘ ƭŀǳƎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά{Ƙŀƭƭ L 
ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ōŜŀǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ƻƭŘΚέ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ƛƴ ŘǳŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀǊŀƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƴΦΩέ 
-Exodus 20:12 ς ά Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
Lord ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ 
-Ephesians 6:2-3 ς άΨIƻƴƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩτthis is the first commandment with a promise: Ψǎƻ 
that it may be well with ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦΩέ 
Gospels - Mary as unwed mother; Jesus born in barn. 
 
MDG #6 - Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and the incidence of malaria and other 
major diseases. 
Scripture ς 
-Matthew 4:23 ς ά Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 
-Matthew 8:16-17 ς ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ they brought to him many who were possessed by demons; and he 
cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick. This was to fulfil what had been spoken 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ LǎŀƛŀƘΣ ΨIŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƛǊƳƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦΩέ 
Psalm 103:2-3 ς ά.ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefitsτ who forgives all your 
iniquity,  ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀƭǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎΦέ 
-Act 9:32-34 ς ά Now as Peter went here and there among all the believers, he came down also to the 
saints living in Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years, for 
he was paralysed. tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ!ŜƴŜŀǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘŜŀƭǎ ȅƻǳΤ ƎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŘΗΩ !ƴŘ 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ǳǇΦέ 
-Mark 2:1-12 ς Jesus heals the paralytic 
-2Kings 5:1-14 ς cleansing of Naaman the Syrian 
-Exodus 15:26 ς άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎΤ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ 
the Lord ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀƭǎ ȅƻǳΦΩέ 
-Jesus healing lepers, blind, deaf, woman with flow of blood, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MDG #7 - Make drinking water safer and improve the lives of 100 million slum dwellers, while 
reversing the loss of environmental resources. Integrate the principles of sustainable development 
into country policies and programs and reverse the loss of environmental resources. 
Scripture  
-John 19:28 -  άAfter this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the 
ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜύΣ Ψ I thirstΩέ 
-Isaiah 41:17-18 ς άWhen the poor and needy seek water, I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ 
-Psalm 107:35 ς άHe turns a desert into pools of water,  ŀ ǇŀǊŎƘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ 
-Isaiah 55:1 ς άHƻΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛǊǎǘǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΤέ 
--Matthew 25:35 -- άL ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪΦέ 
ς aŀǊƪ фΥпм άFor truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name 
of Christ will by no means lose the ǊŜǿŀǊŘέ 
-John 4:14-15 ς ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƎǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
ƭƛŦŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ{ƛǊΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǿŀǘŜǊΦΩέ 
-Genesis 1:10 - άDƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ ƭŀƴŘ 9ŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
{ŜŀǎΦ !ƴŘ DƻŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘΦέ 
-Genesis 9:15 ς άL ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
all flesh; and the waters sƘŀƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ŀƭƭ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέ 
 
MDG #8 - Enable donors, governments, corporations, faith-based groups, non-governmental 
organizations, and individuals to work together to achieve these goals. 
Scripture ς  
-Acts 2 ς Story of Pentecost         
-Psalm 133:1 άHow very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!έ 
 -Mark 6:7 άHe called the twelve and began to send them out two by two.έ 
 -John 12:32 άAnd I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦΩ 
-John 10:16 άI have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice.έ 
-1Corinthians 12:25-26 άthat there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honoured, all rejoice together with it.έ      
-Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 άTwo are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they 
fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. 
Again, if two lie together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might 
prevail against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken.έ 
-Numbers 13:1-16 ς Moses sends representatives of the 12 tribes together to spy on Canaan 
-Matthew - 13:33 ά IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ 
took and mixed in with ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ŦƭƻǳǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǾŜƴŜŘΦΩέ 
-Romans 13:1 άbe subject to the governing authorities.έ 
 


