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How your 0.7% commitment can change the lives of dozens of people 

 

Through resolutions of both the 2006 General Convention and the 2006 NW Texas Diocesan Convention, 
congregations and individuals were urged to devote 0.7% of their budgets to groups working to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  But how do you figure 0.7%, where might that money go, and what 
good can come from your faithful stewardship? 
 
This guide is provided as a resource list of just some of the many great organizations working towards the 
MDGs.  Let’s take the example of Rich’s contributions.  He has a gross income of $58,000 a year.  To figure 
0.7% you take 58,000 x 0.007 (the decimal equivalent of 0.7%).  58,000 x 0.007 = $406 a year.  Let’s say he 
wants to give one donation for each of the 8 MDG goals.  Here’s how he could break it out: 
 

 Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
$45 to Breedlove Dehydrated Foods in Lubbock, TX to 
feed a family for 3 months.  www.breedlove.org  
 

 Goal 2: Achieve universal primary education 
$50 to CARE International to send a girl to school for a year 

www.care.org  
 

 Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women 
$100 to Church World Service to provide a Microcredit 
Loan for a woman to start her own business 
www.churchworldservice.org  

 
Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality 

$12 to Episcopal Relief and Development to buy one mosquito 
net to protect a child from malaria  

www.er-d.org  
 

 Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health  
$20 to the United Nations to buy a clean birthing kit for a pregnant 
woman in an emergency situation www.unfpa.org/support/index.htm  

more on back 
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 Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases  
By a $28 “(Product)Red” t-shirt from the Gap.  A part of the proceeds go to 

buy 2 weeks worth of antiretroviral medications for a poor person through 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria.  Who says you can’t have a 

little fun too? 
www.joinred.com  

 

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability 
$60 to PlayPumps International to provide clean water for 10 people 
for up to 10 years. 
www.playpumps.org  
 

       Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for 
development 

$91 donation to support groups working on establishing 
global connections like  

Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation www.e4gr.org   
and the Hunger Project www.thp.org 

 

 
Other reputable groups well worth checking into: 

·  Dominican Development Group - contact David Morrow, david@southtex.com , current President of 
the DDG and an Episcopalian in Midland, for more info. 
The Dominican Development Group is a partnership between the Diocese of Western Louisiana, the 
Diocese of Southwest Florida, the Diocese of South Carolina along with the Dominican Episcopal 
Church for the development of the Dominican Church to further its development and to make the 
Dominican Church self-sufficient. Such close cooperation maximizes the impact of the financial support 
and on-the-ground work done by medical and construction mission teams. 

·  Five Talents www.fivetalents.org  
Commended by resolution at the 1998 Lambeth Conference, Five Talents was created as a long term 
response to the ravages of poverty that debilitate communities in developing countries.  Five Talents 
gives people the opportunity to lift themselves out of poverty by providing access to basic savings and 
microcredit services built on their trusted community traditions. 

·  Grameen www.grameenfoundation.org  
Winner of a Nobel Prize, the Grameen Foundation's mission is to empower the world's poorest people to 
lift themselves out of poverty with dignity through access to financial services and information. 

·  KIVA  www.kiva.org  
Kiva lets you connect with and loan money to unique small businesses in the developing world. 
Throughout the course of the loan (usually 6-12 months), you can receive email journal updates from 
the business you've sponsored. As loans are repaid, you get your loan money back. 

·  Ten Thousand Villages www.tenthousandvillages.com  
Shop for Christmas (or anytime) for unique items from Ten Thousand Villages.  They are a founding 
member of the International Fair Trade Association, an organization that includes over 200 members in 
55 countries, including many artisan groups in developing countries. They are part of a worldwide 
movement that is striving to improve the livelihood of disadvantaged people in developing countries 
through the expansion of fair trade. 


