What happened at the High-Level Event for the MDGs

This summary of commitments made at the UN High-Level Event on the MDGs
comes from Tearfund (http://www.tearfund.org/)

On Thursday 25 September world leaders, businesses and NGOs met at the UN High-Level Event on the
Millennium Development Goals. Commitments to additional aid spending and policy initiatives were
announced (or in many cases re-announced) to scale up progress to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. This included more than $4.5 billion for education and $3 billion
for malaria. A full summary of the wider commitments made is available on the MDG High-Level Events
pages of the UN website http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/commitments.shtml

Water and Sanitation - A Partnership Event(on water and sanitation was held the day before the High-
Level Event, hosted by the governments of Tajikistan, Japan, the Netherlands and Germany. At this

event, the UK and the Netherlands announced that they would promote a &lobal Framework for ActionQ
that includes a summit to be held in 2009, and repeated annually thereafter, and the development and
implementation of plans to meet the MDGs in 20 countries, supported by an extra initial budget of Euro
100 million over five years. At the High-Level Event itself, there was little progress made. Prime Minister
Gordon Brown didn@mention water or sanitation in his keynote, and in the final release from the UN
outlining all the commitments made, there was not one commitment on sanitation and only one on
water ¢ Japan committed to develop water facilities to provide safe drinking water to 6.5 million people.

Food Security - A high profile was given to hunger and food insecurity at the event. Some $1.6 billion
was pledged by donors, the UN and private sector for humanitarian aid (in the Horn of Africa and
globally) and for investment in agriculture for smallholder farmers in the short and medium term. The
launch of the Irish Hunger Task Force report also highlighted the importance of agricultural production,
nutrition and governance.

HIV & Health - A commitment was made to mobilize $7 billion by 2015, to meet the goal of reducing
child and maternal deaths. There was also an announcement of a formation of a high-level Task Force on
Innovative Financing for Health Systems to mobilize the vital resources needed to support stronger
health systems and train over one million extra health workers. Finally a funding commitment was
announced by Denmark with the aim of achieving universal access to treatment by 2010. Japan also
made an additional pledge to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in coming years.

Climate Change - Speaker after speaker put climate change centre stage, recognizing that it is already
hitting poor communities and could undo all other good work to reduce poverty. There was also
recognition that the world needs to cut emissions urgently, to provide major funding to help poor
countries adapt, and adopt low carbon pathways to economic growth.

The summit announced a number of bilateral financing initiatives for climate change amounting to a
total of about $12 billion. These include $150 million from the UK government towards Bangladesh@
Climate Change Strategy and $8million from the UK, the Netherlands and Switzerland for a World Bank
Study on the economics of adaptation to climate change. However, the vast majority of the money that
was pledged is not new money, nor is it additional to countries overseas development aid budgets. For
example, JapanQ Cool Earth Partnership (a financial mechanism on the scale of $10 billion) has been
announced on numerous occasions, including this years G8 summit. JapanQ contribution of $1.2billion
to the World Bank Climate Investment Fund was also announced in July, and is not without its
controversy as most finances made available through this fund will be given as loans, not grant aid.


http://www.tearfund.org/

